HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES
as daylight in most of the cases in which it is possible
to generalise at all. Indeed, it is the very clarity of the
Marxist understanding of social ideas and ideals, which
causes this understanding to be rejected so fiercely.
People are always unwilling to admit that their most
cherished ideals are usually those ideals which suit their
pockets most adequately. The objection to Marxism
is largely of this psychological order.
The rest of this chapter is designed to get the reader
thoroughly accustomed to looking at social ideals and
the various perspectives that have dominated mankind
for centuries as though they were so many doughnuts
or other mundane objects, instead of as spiritual prin-
ciples of virtuousness demanding any special respect.
This does not mean that these ideas of goodness and
badness are not logically watertight, nor that I am
encouraging people to set moral scruples at nought.
I suggest only that we should look at moral scruples
as though they were nuts and bolts in a motor car.
Nuts and bolts have to be of various shapes and sizes
in order to be used for various purposes. In our
modem society we can no more do without moral ideas
than we can drive our motor cars without the proper
kinds of nuts and bolts. My object, and the object of
Marxism, is to classify social ideals according to the
circumstances in which they arose and the special
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